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The subject of the following Debate ts of so important — 


a nature, involving the existence of the East-India ‘ 


Company with the prosperity of this Country, that the 
Reporter feels it an incumbent duty to present tt to, the 
Public. He is aware of the interest it must necessarily 
excite in the breasts of men devoted to the honour, the 
Justice,.and the happiness of Great Britain, and he 
. has endeavoured to preserve the sentiments of the seve- 
ral speakers as faithfully, as the hasty sketches of the 
pen, and the recorded recollectiins of memory, wilk 
allow; and he pledges hiniseif to report the ensuing 
Debate, which ts expected to be the most animating, as 


tt certainly will be the most momentous, with accurate 


Jidelity, having engaged the most eminent short-hand - 


writers expressly for that purpose. 
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' A General Court of Proprietors -was held — 
at the East India House on Tuesday, Ja- _ 
nuary the 5th, 1813, for the purpose of taking 
into consideration the several communications 
and documents relative to the late nogociation 
between his Majesty's Ministers and the Cam- 
mittee of Correspondence, respecting a RENEWAL 
or THE East Inpia Company's CHARTER. 
The Chair was taken by Sir .Hvuen Ineuis at 
twelve o'clock; when the minutes of the last 
Court having -been read as usual, he stated to a 
large, opulent, and respectable assembly, thatthe . 
Court of Proprietors had been called, inorder. 
that he might submit to their consideration the 
communications of His Majesty’s: Government 'to 
* the Disectors, on a most important subject—the 
Renewal of the Company's Charter. Fromthe — 
, Papers tobe Jaid before them he was sSrry te » 
<. 3B » 0 - mie ’ 
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© 
observe, that the result of those communications, 


was most unfavourable to the views and to the 
interests of the Company.—The last communi- 
cation on the subject was contained in a Jétter 
from Lord Buckinghamshire ; but received the 
night before, at so very late an hour, it was 
impossible for him to communicate with others, 
or “indeed to bestow upon it» himself all the 
consideration its Importance required. He did 
not, of course,« find himself at liberty to ex- 
press the sentiments and feelings of the Court of 
Directors; but, for his own part, he could bave 
no hesitation to confess, that this last letter had. 
made on his mind a most serious and fearful im- 
pression. 

The first paper latd upon the table contained 
the minutes of the Secret Committee of Corre- 
spondence (No. I. in the Appendix), dated No- 
vember the 27th, 1812, wherein it was reported 
to the Committee, that the Chairman and De- 
puty Chairman had held a conference, that very 
morning, with the President of the Board of 
Commissioners, on the subject of renewing the 
‘Company's Charter, at which his Lordsbip (Lord 
Buckinghamshire) declared it to be the intention 
of His Majesty's Government, not to abandom - 
the proposition of allowing a direct trade,be- 
tween’ India and the outports of the United 
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Kingdom, subject to modifications and restric- 
tions—requesting a conference., on the subject 
with Lord Liverpool and himself. The paper 
proceeds to state, that after communicating with: 
the, Committee of Correspondence, : 

A letter from the Chairman and Deputy 
Chairman €No. II. Appendix), dated November 
28, 1812, was dispatched to Lord Buckingham- 
shire, acquainting him, that the Committee re- 
ceived the communication with the deepest con- 
cern; that such a measure, even in.a most li- 
mited and restricted degree, would be highly 
prejudicial to the public revenue, injurious to 
the East-India Company, and detrimental to 
the prosperity of the merchants, manufacturers, - 
traders, and other numerous bodies interested 
with the commerce of India. 

Lord Buckinghamshire’s next letter was then 
read (No. HI, Appendix), dated November 28, 
1812, requesting that Lord Liverpool, and other 
members of the Board of Commissioners, might 
be present at the conference with the Chairman 
and Deputy Chairman. 

The next document (No. 1V.) was-a minute pf 
the Secret Court of Directors, held on the 2d 
" *da¥' of December, 1812, stating that an unre- 
sersed, conference had been. held between His 
. ‘Majesty’s Ministers and the Committee ®f-Cor- , 
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_ ¥espondence, wherein it was agreed no minutes 
‘should be taken. 

The next minute (No. V. Anccaias: was of 
@ Secret Committee, held on the bdth day of 
December, merely stating, two conferences bad 
‘been held between His Majesty’s Ministers and 
‘the Committee, viz. on the 5th md 12th of 
‘December, 1812; but no communication to the 
Court appeared necessary. 

It appeared+from the minute (No. VI. Appen- 
dix), that the Court, adverting to a statement 
made, with their approbation, to a General Court, 
fespecting' the late conferences on the subject ef 
tenewing the Charter, the Court deemed it pro-. . 
per His Majesty’s Ministers should be apprized 
the Court were of opinion, unanimously and 
decidedly, that the admission of the imports 
from India to the outports of the United King- 

.dom would be ruinous and peynicious in its 
Consequences, 

A report was then read (No. VII. Appendix) 
from a Committee of the whole Court, dated 
December 18th, 1812, stating that*the pro- 
position was pregnant with ruin to theCompany, 
yendering them incapable of performing the’ 
fanctions allotted to them, either aparesiead, 


or ea Hy. ; Re 
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Another Jextend (No. VIJL. Appendix) stated 
this resolution had been communicated to the 
President of the Board of Commissioners. . 4 

Then followed the letters (No. 1X. and X. Ap- 
pendix): after which,the Chairman ordered the last 
letter of Lord Buckinghamshire, before referred 
to, and -reecived the previous night, to be read 
(No. XI. Appendix). This letter was dated 
January the 4th, 1813, stating, that, however 
His Majesty’s Ministers might wash to be frank 
and explicit on the subject of a Renewal of the 
Charter, they could not engage in the contro- 
versy as a party, to which the objections of the 
committee would ultimately lead: — conceived 
His Majesty’s Ministers had discharged their 
duty, by expressing the terms on w hich they 
thought it expedient a renewal of the Company’s 
Charter should be recommended to Parliament: 
—that His Majesty's Ministers had had personal 
communications with others, who thought them- 
selves interested m the general question; and 
were not called upon to give an answer, in detail, 
to the objections of the Company :—that_ peti- 
_tions had, been presented to Parliament foropey- 
"ing the trade :—in respect to points of regulation, 

‘eevery thing submitted to Parliament would have 
for gts basis the extension of the import trade :— 


. he was not aware that any alteration in the go- 
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_verhment of India was intended :—how far the 
extension might endanger the trade and safety 
of the British government in India, and the 
British constitution at home, must be submit- 
ted to the wisdom of Partament :—if the, go- 
verriment could not be carried on without 
the Company, then the Compan} must re- 
main in its present state; there was no alter- 
native :—no alteration, however, in the govern- 
ment was inténded, and all traders ‘would be 
subject to local regulations. 
~ "The Chairman rose, and observed that the 
manner and the importance of the letter now 
before them, suggested the propriety of its being 
read a second time. (Applauses.) 

He proceeded to ‘inform them, that all the pa- 
pers would be printed and delivered the next 
day.—He then said 
© T am happy to declare, that, the Court of 

Directors is ever ready and anxious to give every 
information in their power to the Court of Proprie- 
tors. That which is their duty and their desire at 
all times, becomes incalculably so, at,s6 momen- 
fous a crisis as the present, when the interests 
and very vitality of the Company are at stake.— 





- It would be highly desirable that thie opinéons’ and ’ 


feelings of the Proprietors shguld be known and 


Giffused, as quickly and as widely as possible; , 
t 


c 
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but I am site that, in the present instance, they 
will act as they always have done, with a deli- 
berate reflection : they will not rush into a hasty 
deciston, without a cautious and severe investigas 
tion, It ismy recommendation, that the question 
should be calmly and’ dispassionately considered 
in your closets. It-will neither be expedient nor 
wise to form a judgment on the impulse of the 
moment. Not that I or the Difectors would dis- 
suade or prevent immediate discussion : we wish 
to know the spontaneous sentiments of_ every 
Proprietor —we do not deprecate discussion, we 
anxiously desire it; but we wish to defer deci- 
sion. Numerous and respectable as the Court 
now is, there are many not present, of unques- 
tionable talent and interest, whose opinidns. it 
were most desirable to be acquainted with, whose 
arguinents it would be gratifying to hear, and 
who would naturally wish to have an opportunity 
of expressing their feelings:—it would notbe doing 
them justice, if the question were to be finally 
determined, without affording them time to reflect 
deeply, and explain themselves fully, upon the 
subject. —Dispassionate inquiry, calm. delibera; 
tion, comprehensive reflection, were to be .re- 
“gommegded, at a crisis so anxious and so. awful, 
Te. Directors, asa bedy, have had no time 
to communicate, no opportunity to form an opiq 
e? 
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snip cil: ‘of diaeateiale oppittimitity, davoffer 
one, ‘on the subject of this last letters bat the Pro+ 
prietors can be atnoless to.puess what thein feel+ 
ities aré—=4 will not take upon-myself to Speak 
forthem ; I do not explain their-opinion.—The 
Ditectors* have had no time for meeting to dis- 
ease particulars and to consolidatestheir judgt 
ments; in the interval of late lest mght and 
eleven o'clock to day; but I, foriunysel/, declares 
that-I'see nothmg in Lord Buckinghamshire’s last 
letter, that should persuade us to depart fron our 
former sentiments and resolations.—We would 
shave met. earlier, at any hour whatever, bad At 
been: possible to have summoned.a meeting; bat . 
we have not been able to see each other till our at- 
tendance at this Gourt was required. ; We shalt 
be glad to hear the sentiments of any, Proprietor 
disposed to indulge us with them now; and to 
collect what your opinions are, on the eneiiial 
ahultimate discussion.” 

Mr. Rigby admitted the necessity of vile ws 
Weliberste, weflection ; but. if the moment, .was 
awful, and the crisis, a’ fearful. one,, they were 
ealeulated to..call forth all the. impulse, of \pre- 
sent feeling, and all the energies, of nature,-+ 
Me applauded the attention, the perseverance,” 
- ‘and ‘the talent of the Directors on a trying 

‘eccaston. The manly and discreet :part they, 
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“had taken geserved not merely their warm- 


est! support but™ their thanks: ‘by’ acclamation: 
They must all feel. the deepest regret at the un- 
fortunate issue of the negociation: and many 
would participate with him in feelings of a stidd 
strdyger nature, on the perusal of Lord-Buck= 
inghamshire’s» most extraordinary letter. . His 
Lordship tfuly did not condescend to give them 
any information, but referred them to the peti- 
tions on the table of the House of Commons. 
He was astonished, and full of alarm and indig- 
nation, to find any Minister in this country 
daring enough to make such a declaration; and 
in a certain degree to upbraid the Company for 
assuming the patronage of India. The greatest 
men this country has lately known, Mr, Pitt, 
avd the fate Lord Melvillé, had held and 
avowed the opinion, that an Administration 
seizing upon the patronage of India, would in~ 
fallibly destroy, the constitution of this country. 
Taking a broad and steady view of the whole 
correspondence, he saw no prospect afforded, no 
atgument adduced, that could persuade any ra= 
tional mind to wish any change, aby deviation 
of policy, in ‘respect of India: nor, from tho 
face of ‘the*doéuments, did it appear, that the 


‘Director's had given even the shadow of oceasiow 
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fordrawing down upon them such gontemptuous 
treatment as‘they had received froni Government. 
Mr. R. Thornton (the, Deputy . Chairman) 
observed, that his opinions stood upon record: 

_ they. were unequivocally given, they weré uni- 
versally known ; . still, om such a momeytous 
oceasion, he. could not. satisfy himself, he 
should not.do his duty if he didnot express 
his present feclings.—T he trust committed to 
his hands was an awful one: it was his deter- 
mined. intention ,to exercise the functions of 
office faithfully and intrepidly. He had received 
‘the acquiescence and support of the Company in 
all the negociations with His Majesty’s. Govern- 
ment; and while he received such approbation, . 
he would neither betray their interests nor dis- 
honor himself. (4pplauses.) —— Much manage- 
ment,and cowsiderable ingenuity had, for several 
years past, been misapplied, in seducing: the-opi- 
nions and agitating the interests of men, - False 
expectations had been raised, and visionary pas- 
sions tampered with, in order to induce Petitions 
to the House of Commons, _ Air-blowa bubbles 
in all their gaudy colourings, specjous as they 
ewere empty, were flying in every direction, to. 
astonish the ignorant and allure the unwary,—- 
& erms to which opprobrium had. longebeen.ap- 
splied by CHO had been wrested from, their 
proptr meaning, in order to. stamp an odiam on 
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what was technically, legally, and justly called; 
the * well’ regulated’ Monopoly”’ of the East 
India Company—and all for what? to’ acquire an 
extension ‘of trade for individuals, which must 
ine itably terminate in their final ‘destructioa } 
Need and splend?d’ scenery would soon ‘fade 
away,,and all their speculations would beconie 
as light, as the bubbles of imagination which 
so fatally deluded them. _Whgt. was this uni- 
versal panacea, by which this general ¢om- 
merce was to be established ?—whf, the destruc- 
tion of the only commerce in the world which 
remains entire and unshaken :—the destruction 
of that commerce, which while all other Trading 
had fallen to pieces, Bonaparte eagerly coveted, 
as the dearest jewel of his crown: that jom- 
merce, which has been the envy of our enemies, 
the pride of our country, the admiration of man- 
kind. What did this enemy say ? ‘ I want ships, 
colonies, and commerce.” The ships, the colonies, 
and commerce of this Company he is hovermg 
over; hovermg over, ready to devour. Well, if 
the trade is to be opened, our ships will be trans- 
formed inte revenue cutters. We might keep 
our colonies, perhaps, but colonization would 
destroy our territory. As to commerce, le- 
Gitimate; honorable commerce, it would sink 
into *illicit trgde. + Our “merchants, such “4 


) SP" BOS 
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ethéi who" ate! wow’ dazzled with “the "gold and 
‘silver ‘of ‘India ‘and China, would’ return to the 
iron of Birmingham and Sheffield.’ 
~os'The propositions of Government were tog irra- 
tional to be lasting ; as thecause'of the Com vd 
otras just, it required them only to be firth 
‘ re to be successful. 
»° And what is the time when this creat commer- 
, ‘cial’ revolution ¢s proposed? the time when’ a 
“bright star of hope had illumined the northern 
hemisphere, the promised and welcome harbin- 
“ger'of general peace.—If such a peace could be 
“produced on Safe and honorable terms; if the 
‘usual habits of commerce should again return to 
us; when the deliverarice of Europe is effected, 
“whew'the loud and general congratulations’ of 
“joy are raptutously exchanging—how wouldt he 
* East India Company appear, how would they 
- ‘congratulate each other ?—in the lamentation, 
‘that while commerce is raising hef head and smil- 
““¢ngall around her, her merchants’ are despoiled 
and ruined, her hopes set for ever, her interests 
“wantonly sacrificed to the wild schemes of vision- 
ary experiment. Tt would be mutly better ‘for 
“them at’oncé'to wind up their concerns, give 
“up"all' thoughts of India, and seck forother pur - 
~ suifs, than linger on a few years in’ gradi: abide- 
“eay, and then sink into nothing—Ho" hoped 
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they would*now-act, so that, on future reflection, » 
they should not accuse touselveaind eat or 
neglecting their. duty. ninten 
vie Rev. Mr. Thirlwaill acceded.to * ithe. 
ce and magnitude of the question.. He allowed 
= tthe great objecfthe uniting indissolubly. the 
government and the trade of India, were matters 
-of the first consideration; but there were others 
too, which though of minor ymportance, might 
judiciously be added to the weight already in the 
scale of this great question:—he meant the in- 
numerable families which would be thrown into 
instant .ruin in the immediate:circle of the me- 
tropolis; the industry. that would be palsied,. the 
charities that would be frozen up, the entire de- 
population of various parishes, which mast <in- 
evitably sink in the same ruin with the East-India 
Company.—If the government and . territory 
Were resefved to them, the trade would:bedi- 
vided and despersed, far from the homes.and 
reach'of those whose whole dependance willybe 
-divided and-dispersed with ,it :—he called *there-’ 
‘fore on the justice and humanity of His Majesty's 
Governmént, not to press a wanton experiment of 
» certain distress for uncertain advantage :—a dis - 
tress incalculable in its misery ; an advantage, even 
"it its Ntmost success; trifling and worthless :—he 
_-tnisted; therefore, that Government would give 
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up the measure, before the Company should be 
bs agua to come to a final decision. ° : 

«Mr: Kennard Smith could not withhold his tes- 
timony of ‘praise to the wise and able conduct of 
the Directots during the negociation with His M ae 
- jesty’s Minsters ; and he trysted that many 6 

persons present would express their feelings ae 
__ their sentiments, in order to enable the Chair-. 
man to decide upgn the answer which ought to 
be returned to: Lord Buckinghamshire’s letter.— 
If they‘looked back to the charter of James the 
First, about two'centuries avo, they would find 
the grant was for ever, unless it should be found 
prejudicial'to these realms. Is it so found? if 
not, there can be no reason why any of its pro- 
visiongand privileges should be taken away. Let 
‘tbe proved to be prejudicial ;—that would be per- 
haps a‘fair ground for. opening its trade or abo- 
- dishing it altogether;—but prove it first, and-do 
not let assertion and power usurp, the place of 
argument and justice.—He was well aware it 
eould:not be proved; but he was not’ convinced 
. that opening the trade would not be prejudicial 
to these» realms. .His conviction was to the 
contrary. | From his practical . knowledge. he 
felt the) most decided assurance that the mea- 
sure) was! fraught with destruction, not*to the* 
Company only; but’ to those speculators who 
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were now revelling in imagination on the spoils of 
the East: If the trade should be.opened tothe out~ 
ports,. it, would. be much better for the Company 
to resign its charter, to sell its territory and pos- 
sessions, its buildings and. its stores, and every 
inXividual, of it retire to the occupations of pric 
vate life. The China trade alone, could not sup- 
port, the expences of the Charter. His Majesty's 
Ministers. could not have serigusly reflected on 
the number of seamen supplied to the. navy: by 
East-India shipping. —He adverted to the time of 
Queen Elizabeth, when not more than six ships 
sailed to India; and to their present number, # 
number which supplies an average of 7460 seamen 
. for the navy, exclusive of Lascars. He’ con 
ceived they had an unquestionable -clajm on 
government for the value of their freehold in 
India, which they enjoyed by a right as firm 
and unshaken as any freehold which could be_ 
held in this coputry. 
Mr. R. Grant rose and said : st 
Mr, Chairman,—Encouraged by: the jnvitatine 
which you have: held out to the individual. pros 
prietors, ig take a part in this discussion, -Irven+ 
ture to offer myself, not with any purpose df 
entering into.a detailed consideration of the part 
-- dicular smeasure respecting the outports; which 
has-been ,the, immediate occasion. of: calling: us 
, together, for that subject will better be discussed 
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up ‘the: measure, before the Company should be 
compelled to come to a final'decision. 
~voMr: Kennard Smith could not withhold histes- 
timony of ‘praise tothe wise and able conduct of 
the Directots during the negociation with His Ma- 
_ jesty’s Minsters ; and he trusted that many other 
persons present would express their feelings and 
e their-sentiments, in order to enable the Chair-, 
man to decide upon the answer which ought to 
be returned to Lord Buckinghamshire’s letter.— 
If they looked back to the charter of James the 
First, about two'centuries ago, they would find 
the grant was for ever, unless it should be found 
prejudicial'to these realms. Is it so found? if 
not, there can be no reason why any of its pro- 
visiong and privileges should be taken away. Let 
‘it-be proved to be prejudicial ;—that would be per- 
haps a'fair ground for opening its trade or abo- 
lishing it altogether;—but prove it first, and-do 
not let assertion and power usurp, the place of 
argument and justice.+He was well aware it 
eould not be proved; but he was not» convinced 
. that opening the trade would not be prejudicial 
to these: realms. «His conviction. was to the 
contrary. + From his practical . knowledge he 
felt thé! most decided assurance that the mea- 
-snre) was! fraueht with destruction, not*to the* 
Company only, but’ to those speculators who 
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were now revelling in imagination onthe spoils of 
the East: If the trade should be.opened tothe out~ 
ports, it.would be much better for the Company 
to resign its charter, to sell its territory and pos-— 
sessions, its buildings and its. stores, and every 
inXividual, of it reting to the occupations of prix 
vate life. _The China trade alone, could not sup- 
port the expences of the Charter. His Majesty's 
Ministers. could not have serigusly reflected on 
the number of seamen supplied to the. navy. by 
East-India shipping —He adverted to the time of 
Queen Elizabeth, when not more than six ships 
sailed to India; and to their present number, a 
number which supplies an average of 7460 seamen 
. for the navy, exclusive of Lascars. He’ con- 
ceived they had an unquestionable ‘clam on 
government for the value of their freehold in 
India, which they enjoyed by a right as firm 
and unshaken as any freehold which could be 
held in this country. 
Mr. R. Grant rose and said; oa 
Mr, Chairman,—Encouraged by the invitation 
which you have held out to the individual pro- 
prietors, ig take a part in this discussion, ; I) ven+ 
ture to offer myself, uot with any purpose df 
entering into a detailed consideration of theipar+ 
-- ‘ticular measure, respecting the outports; which 
has ebeen,the immediate occasion of, calling: us 


5 together, for that subject will better be discussed 
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sugprise. atthe. singular letter. with which, we | 
have, ;been.. favoured -by..one of His Majesty's. 
Ministers. soot letter,,in»which they are pleased. 
explicitly. to,,inform us, that they haye.¢very. . 
disposition to-honor us.with.afreeand unreserved, 
communication;of their, sertiments,. but are not 
_ ‘atyall disposed to..communicate their arguments. 
The question, Si, to.which we.are reduced by 
this letter, is. indeed one of the utmost scrious- 
_ ness and importance, .. Its no other than this: 
whether:the Company shall. throw themselves on 
the justice.of parliament and of the nation, in.a ; 
contest with His Majesty's executive government; . 
or;whether all the political interests of India, and 
of England, as connected with India, shall be. 
«,» made ithe subject of a.commercial experiment f,. 
Surprised as Jam with the tone of the Minis- 
ter’s letters I profess myself still more astonished. 
atathe»matter... We are there told that, unless.. 
we)accéde: tothe measure proposed, it will be, 
open tothe consideration and decision of. parlia +, 
ment, whethei the political-interests involved:in-, 
thes gdverament*of India, cannot ba effectually 
‘firevided: foritinder some other. system of -admi~.. 
nistationthent the present. Open to.the consi-. 
derationyand dlecision of-parliament !. I thought; - 
Sirpthat parliament had considered and decided. 
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the’ “question tong ab. "J have always of late” 
utiderstood” it to be the general opinion of the ” 
governizient, “the ‘parliament, and the “nation,” 
that ‘the system of the Company was in every” 
wy the ‘most eligible organ for the management ~ 
a “great ‘and complicated interests’ in ques+'" 
tion: But I suppose this annunciation of Minis~'” 
ters to be a’ sort of commentary on a sétitiment * 
in ‘the former tetter’of Lord Bugkinghamshire ; ° 
where he states that, although it be expedient to’ 
leave’ the rieienent- sf ‘India*in’ the hands of 
the Company, yet there is a limit to that expe~° 
diéney. Now, Sir, as Ihave ever understood 
thatthe expediency of the system in the con-: 
*templation of Ministers respected the people of » 
India at least as much as the nation at‘home, I 
can translate the proposition of Lord Bucking- 
hamshire only into this, that there is a limit to 
the expediency of governing well :—there is a 
limit ‘to the care and attention which we are 
bound to bestow on the security and welfare of 
the immense population confided to our manage* 
ment’And what, Sir, is that limit? The 
commercial eonvenience of the outports}—True, ” 
_ we are under the most solemn obligation to:con»”” 
duct owith vigilance’ and fidelity the ‘adminis~: 
~~ tration “df? that vast empire : -but, imperatives» 
sacred, cand indispeysable | as this —* 
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nies the: Rposie! iireaies te is 
too strict, too zealous i in our con- 


km? 5 pve Bit 

Straction of it, ay in the | prosecution ‘of onr 
Ib} ect, we com, nel a vessel which has cleared 

outwards from. ristol, to discharge her bome- 
wai ard cargo i in the: Tce: Thus do mini ters 

amt 

Weigh the Tedger-hooks of the outports against 


‘the great charter of the nights and happihess of 






filiy millions of men! 
5 a Sir, as I have once already done, 
ny discussion at the present moment respecting 
the “admittance of the outports into the import- 
tbe of India, T will yet just ask, whether, con- 
sidering this, not as an individual and insulated 
measure, but in connexion with past ev’ ents, the 
Company have no solid ground-of objection against 
it? Have the Company. no ground of objection 
against it, as being one further step in that series 
of progressive encroachments, which liave ‘for 
some ‘years ‘been’ taking place on ‘their privi- 
leges >. Have they no right, without reference 
to this specific development of the general prin- 
ciple, to resist it on the ground that, if they do 
not inake a stand somewhere, they will Tose all? 
There was a period, when the Company were 
compells ted to. contend with Government for’ all 
ya privileges, commercial and politicgl. ‘That 
attack. on them, ‘failed ; ; and it almost. seems ‘as 


7 Ministers had converted the siege into a 
¢ 
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blockade. . First, we, were e obliged to. anil a 
quantity of extra. tonnage for: the individuals a 
then, the trade. was to be th: ‘own open to pri va 
ships. i then, the outports were to be admitt 
into the export-trade now the outports’ are to 
be Xdmitted into the jmport-t rade. And I beg 
leave, to observe, that I mention these, hg 
as tna IRE A on our commercial privileg 
though even in that view they ,might well, 
remark ; but as encroachments on_the rese urces 
of the Company, and as therefore tnore and mor. 
trenching on that fund, on which the Compan 
must vely for the due discharge of their political 
duties. If we are to judge, according to the 
rule of all worldly wisdom, from the past to the 
future, is it possible to doubt what will be the , 
next step? According to the preseat intention, 
the free traders are to conduct their concerts, 
subject. to the regulations of the local govern- 
ments of India, and they are to be completely ? 
debarred from the trade of China. Can there 
be.a doubt that their next attack will be on these 
obstacles? To do them justice, they make no 
secret of tleiw wishes, _And the imprescriptible 
right of Britons to a free trades. comunerciab 
liberty, the right of loco- motion, all those topies 
“oa whith we advocates of the private ti adgrs 
‘are. apt to dilate, spmewhat more extravagantly 
D 2 
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thant wisely, will be» mares ae AoE a, 
thepr esent hour. ds 
© I do not mean “to.insinuate that the: Getrn- 
~ merit, and I would observe that,» by that» ee 
FT do not mean ’this or that Government, but 
‘National Government,—enttertain a deliberate “ad 
‘systematic design of annihilating thé Company. 
*Butit ism the nature of things. ':It-is;im the 
‘mature of power ¢o be encroaching and aggressive. 
“And if this train of consecutive aggressions: is 40 
“continue; it is too easy to perceive what will bets 
‘termination!’ Left-in possession of: all. ourspoli- 
‘tical functiotis, but ‘stripped, one by one} of vall 
othe means and facilities which we possess forthe 
‘exercise of those functions, we shall at lengthvbe 
# eompelled to resign every thing without a :strug- 
gle; and shall then have the comfort of being 
told that it is'a voluntary surrender:!::' The edifice 
‘will "be permitted to remain entirevatd ufitouch- 
. ed; no hostile hand ostensibly stretched out 
* 4 pagent it; no warlike engine threatening its 
‘walls s\ but, inthe «meantime, ‘it is gradually 
eundermined, ‘and,’ when it collapses with ‘a yreat 
ruins ‘it? will» be® said: to have’ fallert” by its own 
weight. ‘The’ familiar but tively and: happy il- - 
Ttustration’ employed: by a ‘great departed: orator 
ein ‘parliament, — ‘be ew sin ie-enal 
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owe'shiall’ be’ checkmated with ‘all optiginece on 
oe beets —(Applause.) oc dfap rqadd 

~Teannot help thinking, Sir, that, in ithe 
preact crisis, it would be well to remind. Minis- 
and the public, of the: services-which !tlie 
‘Company have rendered . both» to; this: country 
and)toIndja: -On:this‘head,) indeed, the greatest 
»Misrepresentations' ‘prevail.!».That such serviées 
have, in fact; been renderedy notoorie of,yyour 
antagonists ventures to deny); :but itis “‘hofwin- 
commonly ‘insinuated in«the publications, which 
haye appeared against you, that they :wene,the 
result of accident, or that »the »merit,of (them 
»(exelusively belongs .to. the enlightened anien 
" ecwhom you have chanced to:employ: ‘Fhe Com- 
pany; im» the «mean time; are -charged;,with 
having no seoncettt for: the interests, either. of 
» their country, or of, their subjects, : with being 
‘wholly ee inca selfish Hr for | their 
*advantages-.°y/ui-5 oo tbe 
If it-be indeed true that the Genet are oc- 
y ‘eupied solely -by‘an-attachment to: theilt,own 
interests, I, yetido not, know’ that ‘the advocates 
of free trade are: exactly the. persons, 'the':hest 
authorised. tq reproach them with’ that’ failing. 
_ am) by no means persuaded, that. the mo-. 
itives: by which: those gentlemen are actuated are 


of a much more exalted nature, —/( Applause J 
» 
5] 
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f er, the fact, that the - aiianione 
‘no. wan the. gratitude ¢ either of their country 
ot ag sul jects > Let history answer ‘that 

ion. I regret —I ¢ do not palliate—the dis- 

_ orders ack in some instances,+took place at 

the tommencement of theig government as at rs 

. i power. Those were disorders, howéver, 

ally incident-to a recent acquisition of do- ! 
minion, especially to an acquisition seen 
A the strongest individual, temptations ; an 
_ were, as Soon as possible, corrected by. the 
Coney at home. But, while these misdeeds, 
tever they were, are, on “every occasion, 

Pricey trumpeted forth, the eminent services 
rendered by the Company, both to this country 
and tg that, are completely overlooked, or are 
ascribed to any other cause than good intention. 
Why, Sir, when, about the time of the civil 
commotions in England, the Indo-British trade, 
from the effect of those troubles, was for near 
thirty 5 years in hourly danger of annihilation ; s— 
when, at other periods, both anterior and subse- 
quent, that trade was. in hourly danger of ex- 
tinction. from the formidable malice ofe European 
vals ;—*when it weathered those storms . by 
xertions of fortitude. and perseverance unparal- 
léled tin ‘the commercial amals of the. world z-- j 


do Pr Company, who vondugted it, deserye no 
a. a ‘ 
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éredit for their “management ‘ont public spirit? 
When: the Indo- British settlements were - for . 
twenty years “together, engaged in’ an are luous 
stragple with the hostility of France, ‘and ‘that 
hoxtility directed by. some of the ablest public 
fonctionar jee, civil and military, that France has 
ever prodyced ;—when they endured thr j 
that dreadful season ;—when they not only ¢ en- 
dured through it, but, having éhtered it asa ‘set 
of comparatively insignificant ports, 

from it an empire ;—do the counsels and conduct 
of the Company, who supplied the means of 
these “a¢hievements, deserve no praise’ for the 
result? Then,—as to the inhabitants of India, 
—when Lord Clive repaired to that country, for 
the second time, asa governor,—when he” went 
out in the’ character, no longer of ‘a soldier, but 
of a pacificator,—to check irregularities, to re- 
form abuses, to ‘consolidate the domiions ac- 
quired, and to secure the rights and welfare of 
the natives,—did he undertake this important 
service by accident, or was he expressly delegated 
to it by the votes of a triumphant ‘majority of | 
this very Court # When, afterwards, the samg 
illustrious man —and the incident Reserves no- 
.. tice, “as, not “wanting applicability to some parts. 
of oe present discussion s—sensible of the i irte- 
gularities ‘and atrdcitics committed by’ the free 
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aes up ‘the. country, and anxious "to hush the 
groans | iH the suffering natives, chased the whol e 
tribe. of ' those oppressors to ‘Calcutta ; s—swas this 
“act purely the emanation of his own great came 
» or do your records exhibit the precise pastrncti 
"which he had received fitm the Company at 
home for the accomplishment of the reformation 
in question? I cannot help mentioning another 
“Yllustrious and revered name, a name dear, (I 
doubt not) to every individual present. When 
‘Lord Cornwallis adopted the measure of the 
perpetual settlement,—and though there still 
subsist some differences of opinion respecting 
the poliey of that measure, there never were two 
opinions as to its magnanimity,—did he act by 
“chance, or entirely from himself, or are not the 
express instructions of the Company on record, 
jn which they enjoin on him the full application 
: of his comprehensive judgment, with the view of 
ameliorating the condition of the natives in that 
very respect? All those laws and” regulations, 
under the protection of which the natives repose, 
—whichi secure to them a pure “administration of 
justice, a freedom from European corfipetition in 


the purchase anil, management, of Jand,. actean- 


-quil-enjoyment of their property--the Magna _ 


“Charta, as they may be called;'‘and Bilbo Rights 
of the population of Hindostan,—did they spritig 


Cc 
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p spontaneously, aid the servants, of the Com: or 
any ¢ call them from the ‘ground | bya stamp | of i 
the. foot ?— or are. your voluminous records Bes 
“nant with evidence to “shew, that the pre} les 
of “All tee se improvements had deca the’ ‘previous 
“subjects o\ your deep, and ¢ anxious deliberation, of 
“your min e and positive - orders ? 3 Mae 
Thave the firmest belief, Sir, i in the eapabili- 
ties of individual energy to effect mighty a: 
But, at the same time, it is plain that a publi 
fimetionary can accomplish little, unless, t ‘he jis af 
*countenanced and supported by his princi 
‘The great men to whom I have alluded, acted 
“greatly ; ; but whence did they acquire their first 
» _ movement ?—whence was derived the “first im- 
pulse of their great actions? Why, Sir; from 
within these very walls which are now decorated 
with their effigies. You have a right to conse- 
cratetheir dead renown 5 for you formed their 
iying greatness*, . . ; 
The question then recurs, Sir; is all this” ys 
tem of establishments, the fruit of so much Ta- 
) bour, achieved by s So" auch solicitude,. matured 
E 
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‘# "The wall of the room in which thé Court of ‘Proiirtelbe 

‘site Riches, iW>Which are: placed dhe vstatine’s of Lord. 

~ Chives? deapvartipigas: 2p bot Coote, suid other eminent 
Phe v- otf: ecco ba t tecshagory gi te 
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“the | commercial arguinents of our opponents ; 


by time, Justified by experience, to beemade: the: 
sport 0 “4 a commercial experiment? Grant albs 


but is it possible not to see that .a commercial 
easure may lead to the most fatal politiedl, con 

sequences ? That such is the stron (atelhete 

tendency of the particular measure fore us, 13, 






clearly proved i in the correspondence of the Di-, 


rectors: with the Goyernment,—proved by argu- 
ments, to which the Government refuse an an- 
swer, It menaces the subversion of the consti- 
tution of India ; and, permit me to add, by no 
very remote consequence, the subversion of that, 
of England ; also. 
Tt i is curious to observe, Sir, how. differently, ? 
men estimate the evil of political changes i in this 
country rand in India. In England we have a, , 
constitution which is the work of ages, and the, 


‘wonder of the world. For this eaitntion WE; 


glory i in cherishing eyen a bigotted attachment, , 
and i i any innovator proposes for our adoption a, 
measure which appears to touch its fundamental 
principles, we hear him no longer ; ;7—-We cry, 
“away with your commercial calculations !...we., 
“ “carat afford such an PRET aN: Nolumus... 


_we ‘act But whtt, meantines is rors Plies! 


duet 1 neapeting India? . Therg, valso, .Js..a) Cons. 


we 
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stitution; the slow preter of’ years ;—a asiee’ 
tution Which has iiot, indeed, attained theoreti- 
cal’ péifection,—perhaps not even all the practi-. 
pexfection of which ‘it is capable,—J am not 
competeim, to judge of that, —but of which T 
will yet ‘b& bold to say, that, considering: the” 
ivfaumstances of the country ; consider-_ 
ing the ‘nature anid political capacity of the na- 
tives; considering the relations subsisting be- 
tween the’ two countries, it is scarcely a less 
wonderful’ work, scatcely a “less important 
achievement, than the British constitution itself, 
Yet when we object to an innovation proposed 
by Ministers, on the ground that it will probably 
affect the vitals of this constitution, they are 
pleased gravely to assure us that our apprehen- 
sions are probably unfounded; and we are , 
charged with’a spirit of captiousness, contumacy, 
and war, because, in a case which is absolutely 
one of life and death to the natives of Hindos- 
tan, ‘we refuse to be put off with contingent re 
medies and ‘conjectural safeguards. 

Aimidst the’ provinéial wit, Sir, which has, 
duting: the course of this controversy, been 
, pointed against ’'the’ Company, I have found it”, 
said, ‘that all the réasonings of that body rospleess 
“themselves? into-an argument ad misericordiam, , 
—aiivaddress «to ‘the compassion of the: public. ; 
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“ager 
Onerofithiese reasonings: ud misericbrdiam you~ 
hayewheard ‘from a gentleman below me (Mr. 
Thitlwally, and I would ask whether it contal ned 





nothing of an impressive nature,+-not 
touch('the feelings’ of humanity? ‘Fef my own 
patty without the hope and avithout | 
rivalling ‘the ingenious mirth to wit 
alluded, I-will say, not wittily but gravely, that 
* were I to addresssthe public on the present sub- 
ject, mine should be an argument ad misericor- 
diam. It should be ‘an: appeal to: thei* compas- 
sionate feelings :-— but. to their compassionate 
feelings not in behalf of the Company,’ however 
likely to be ruined: by -adventirers; © nor. in 
behalf of adventurers, however likely to ruin 
themselves—Mine should be an ‘appeal to the 
compassion of the people of England: in “fa- 
vour of the people of India. Iwould earnestly 
remind them that.a system in'which the welfare 
and happiness ef Hindostan, in a political point 
’ of view, are essentially bound up, ‘a systenr ad- 
mitted to have this character*(for néver ‘let that: 
beiforgotten) on all hands, may, by the rage ‘of 
commercial ‘speculation, be utterby’* pulled’ to 
‘Pieces'in a few years? TP would intreaf thatyein® 
their anxiety to-settle the diseontents f'aconi- _ 
paratively small number of persons at honte, they | 
would :not: run the risk of unsettling the content’ 
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and tranquillity of the immense population dee ¢) 


pendent on them: in India. I would «beseech 


\hem not to. be more*swayed by the din atid. tu- i 


mult wich pervadesa small. part of their own, 





iv 


country, aby the profound and seanbvinsbc 
ing stillness hich reigns throughout that wast: ; 
continent. ould implore them» to do:by the». 





people of India as they would do by themselves 5! 


and then i have not the smallest doubt of the: 
result. yz ihey 


Mr. Smith (the Bank Director) was of opinion, ° 


~ 


that the most advisable proceeding in the present » 
stage of the business would be, to adoptthe-sen- i 


timents. of the Chairman, and adjourn to an 
*early period. 

The Chairman signifying his concurrence, + 

Mr. Kennard Smith moved, that thanks be 
given to the Court of Directors, for the firm, 
zeaious, and vigilant conduct which they had 
hitherto evinced for the interests of the Proprie« 
tors, concluding with a resolution of rink 
ment to the 19th instant. 

Mr, Lewis requested, that» the Reclatiqnest 
the General sCourt of the oth May last might 
_beread, (No. XIV., Appendix.) 

Mr. .Righy thought the dooument just read, 


of such ifmportance as to require the most exten=" 


sive circulation, and enquired whether, in ‘the’ 


discussion with Ministers, they bad been given'to 
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utiderstand; that-a-mbdifieation,’ with: respect’ to 
exporting the prodace of this‘country, wonld be 
admitted?—and waslanswered' by! 9° oh 1 

Phe Chairman, that the Charter'of | 
mitted an annual:exportation of ‘thy 
extent of 3000 tons, which extent Jad never been 
taken advantage of, the exports phnci 
sisting of wines, which were not 
ture of this coyntry—at least ue nes not en 
derugh;y 20 

| Theanotion of thanks and adjstuininei being 
seconded and put 

«Mr: Hume, in addressing the Chairman; de- 
clared it was not his original intention to’ deliver * 
any opinion ‘on the present subject, but ‘he’ Was* 
indyéed to depart from that resolution in conse- — 
quence of the turn which the discussion had taken: ~ 

He objected to uniting a vote of thanks to'the ” 
Directors with the resolution of adjournment— 
he had not entirely made up ‘his mind whether 
they deserved praise or censure.’ From many ob- 
servations which had been made, it‘appeared ‘as if 
the question was’ not'a'relation: to ‘the’ outports 
being admitted to “a shiarc of the import trade ;: 

* that question seemed to him to have'been entirely 
departed from, © The language-of ‘Ministers was! 

. thisyou must coneede whatever we thiak™ 
nevessary,or your Charter will not’ be renew: 
_ It had-been stated in’ the ‘Hotse* of Commons; *: 
t 
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by. the late Mre, Perceval, | that. certain .prelimi+: 
_ .naries had been agreed upon between the Govern- 
fesse the Company. The Court of Direc- 
tors had Balled upon Ministers for their decided, 
answer—an Layswer had been returned which hey 
certainly couldipot- disapprove. The true ques" 
tion is this,—~vill the Company consent to “the. 
trade. being thrown open? in that case Govern- 
ment it.is supposed, will not interfere in. the 
interior administration of India. Ought the port” 
of London, in this general state of ‘commercial 
privation, to enjoy privileges whieh no other port 
possessed? —The Company’s right to a ‘trade in 
India;was founded, on.a statute of Parliament, 
—hby, which the duration of: the right was limited. 
On. this point, the Ministers he thought had 
given! the Directors.a proper rab. Without con- 
curring with all. his positions, he admired the- 
eloquence of the gentleman who spoke last (Mrs | 
R. Grant), and. hoped to be gratified with many 
more of .his speeches, He was sensible that. he’. 
himself had, wandered from the subject (hear, 
hear), which was not much a matter of surprise,’ 
as it seemed generally to haye been lost sight of — 
he was of opinion as the discussion was: to be ad- 
journed, so might the vote of thanks. (Herewere» 
létid, cries,sof Question, .Question), when -the, 
Chairman requested, that.as\ much praise had» 
been so handsomely bestowed on the Directors, sit 
, ; ’ 


was tiers hear. -athat sel dled 
against thems it was ERIC - 
eartount qearastion mah cm iotts 9% ‘wld #¢ a 


ee ito Bengal, Madras, cand, fabay,..bad 
_ pafforded, sullicient meang, for, payfig their .divi- 
?., Was it proper, .was,it )rude 
"quarrel with Ministers, abouta trade which she vas 
(prepared to prove had for. the last. difteen, years 
_ produced. nothing or next,to. nothing >. >. Heywas 
- not preparefl to say whether the. Directors de- 
sserved praise or not; he. wished for time, to 
consider that point, and might. perbaps.at,their 
next meeting, be equally disposed with any,other 
gentleman to support a vote. of thanks 34nd with—~ 
regpect to other points introduced into the ptesent 
discussion, his opinion was, . they.,:should ; be 
reserved for the consideration, of serene ae 
the Ministers. »., 
» Mr. Grant {a Director) ye ba did Paks, rise 
to,contend forthe vate of Saeraiaibon that, -had 
been proposed,....He,iad ng, wish. (and be was 
sure the gentleman behind, the bar bad no.wish) 
to. carry the, Propyigtors, .in this respeet,,.further 
> than their own spontaneous judgment should. in- 
sling them . to.go. But though.it bad not-been 
his, intention, mor hig, beligyed .themtemtion ®t - . 
the Dir.ctors. in general, go, offer ,any;,epivions 
‘athe Proprictors on,that days the.speech of atte 





- hint (gentleman ‘who had-just sat “down 
(Me Huthe);” called for some ‘observation. The 
honourable gentleman had assumed that the 
question. befire ‘the Proprietors was, whether 
they ‘should agree to’ the proposition of Minis- 
ters respectiiig’ the outports ? Mr. Grant’ said 
there was 6 such question submitted to the 
Court. The Proprietors had been called 'toge- 
thet on that day, in order to be made acquainted 
with the’ further correspondence which had ta- 
ken place between His Majesty’s Ministers and 
the Court of Directors, and not to produce any 
immediate question on the watter of that cor- 
respondence, but that the Proprietors, after 
— having had an’ opportunity of fully considering 
it, should determine on the time proper ta be 
taken for the consideration of it, and the day on 
which they should meet ‘again. ‘The only ques- 
tion, in short, before the Court, was the motion 
recently made for approving the conduct of the 
Directors. But the honourable gentleman, f6l- 
lowing his ‘erroneous assumption, liad: gone’on 
to-argue, as if the question respecting the out- 
ports were a detached insulated question’ thet 
might be ‘settled without afféeting other great 
parts ‘of the’ Indian system. He “had supposed 
+ findeod;° that the object'really in dispute; between 
Govermment'and thé Powipany, ‘was the Indian 
Trade: in bath these assumptions the honours 
f 
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om gentleman was mistaken, It Was" “not the 
with India, as euch, for which the iad 

chiefly contended. That trade it was admit : 

been of late years no great object of profit. ‘The 

Company resisted the importation’ of * iets 

sommodities to the outpérts, becafise they ap- 
" prebended, with great reason, tha} the’ conse- 
quence would be the smuggling of téa to a ‘tage 
extent, in vioation of the Company's Chiiia 
monopoly. And the loss that would “henge 
ensue, was not to be contemplated merely as 
commercial loss. The China trade was the 
source of the profit which enabled ‘the Compfiily 
to pay their dividend, and on the payment’ of 
the dividend depended the subsistence of “the” ~ 
._ Cormpany in a state fit for the performance’ vf 
the high political functions assigned to thém. 
“The admission of the imports from India to ‘the 
outports of England, therefore, involves the po- 
itical existence of the Company as administrators 
of the Indian empire. If the honorable gentle- 
“man bad perused the printed papers with the 
Teast attention, he’ would have found that this 

; “Was {Ke argument of the Company 

~The Beto nb gentleman had also asstined, 

that the Directors liad’ demanded a categorical 
answer from Hie Majesty's Ministers on the grind — 
“question. This was another mistake: “They 
had. only asked for the informations on whieh 

* Ministers had been indfced to declare in favous 
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of the outports, and for the whole detail of the 
plan which they had formed for the government 
of Br British India, 

od dn asking for these things they had asked for 
nothing new. In the settlement of the Charter 
of 1793, the eminent men who conducted 
the national. affairs at that, time, communi- 
cated to the Court of Directors not only the 
details of their own plan, but the demands of 
British manufacturers and. other persons hos- 
tile to the privileges of the Cofmpany, with 
the arguments used by those parties. This 
was what the Directors had now ‘asked. 
They ,were told that the discussions between 
the «merchants claiming the right of import- 
ing to the outports, and His Majesty's Mjnis- 
ters, were carried on viva voce ; but it might. be’ 
presumed, that some minutes of conversations 
so unportaut might have been taken. 

_, The honorable gentleman had thought fit to 
censure the Court for meddling with the topic of 
the British constitution, in, their correspondence 
with the King’s Ministers. This was a_ strange 
accusation. » Was not every subject of this free 
_ountry interested in the constitution, and, en-* 
titled. to contend for the care of it in all public 
_ measures? Were not the Company, and the 
whole nation, deeply concerned in maintaining 
F 2 


eniw o oo 
» 


i Cosi estton in ie sei ny Yt 
‘the Directors, ‘as’ deting for the Companys: and - 
‘as'fiée men, having a stake in the country, 
fully ‘warranted to ‘express their solicitude on tlie 
‘abject, when’ it) ‘was 86 evidently and ereatipoet 
Mr. oGHiat added, that before ite sat aoa: 
He wished to siya word on the present state of 
‘the negociatiow. His Majesty’s Mibisters had 
declared” their wish to discuss, in the most full, 
fee, and’ éandid manner, all depending points. 
“Phe ‘Court of Directors had, on their part, amply 
stated ‘their reasons for every position they ad~ 
vanced 5 but “he must take leave ‘to. sdy, the 
Board ‘of Corsmissioners had not‘answered those ~~ 
argtfinents—instead of returning arguments,’ they 
Wad given only’ decisions. ‘But if any one thing 
was now essential, it was a cleat’ and thorough 
ainderstanding between the parties :—this' ‘was 
be for the stke ‘of the public; and due to’ the 
roprietors-of India ‘stock, whose all was at stake, 
This was’ ‘What thé Directors’ all along ‘aimed 
at): ‘what they ‘still wished pant fotlowing up 
the subject with @ spirit of conciliatién, it would 
Bette } fault! of theirs, if ‘the desired information 
were not obtained} ‘and ips Be thing datisfactoriy, 
adjusted at Fast: (Applause). sth gee 
“OUP Weyland was’ desirous’ dab “the \adjouri- 
fhent Soald ‘be only for a week The quéstion. 
; ‘ 


qr tue eAst-tNpiA mouse, = OP 


Aturned on this ‘point, whether the regulations pro- 
‘ ‘posed by Government would benefit the pepula- 
Han. of India and Great. Britain?—The greater 
alelay itt their exertions, he considered the greater 
danger, would, acerue. In political controversy, 
prudence should sometimes take the precedence 
of-generesity. -On this principle, therefore, he 
should wish the last letter of Lord Buckingham- 
‘shire to be’ the last ministerial document on 
their table; as it was certainly the weakest — 
it was not the letter of a statesman—it was, 
when analized, absolute nonsense. He wished 
an adjournment for one week, and. confidently 
trusted that they would zealously .exert them- 
selves, individually and collectively, to frustrate 
all invasion upon: their chartered rights. = 
After various observations as. to fixing the day 
of adjournment, 

- The Chairman stated, that although the Di- 
rectors were desirous of meeting the wishes, of 
the Proprietors in every respect, he considered, 
that as’ various meetings’ of ship, owners, ship 
builders, merchants, and others deeply concerned 
an the preseht, question, were to be held in the 
course of next week, the original day for adjourn- 
" ment would be the most conyenient and advi- 
sable. He informed. the Proprietors, that 
Ministers: had been applied .to, for the, reasons 
»which had induced them to. depart from those 

a 
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rooted eae they had, formerly adepted the 


Melville, was decidedly afi opinion, that, onal 
article of India trade should. be lodged in. .the 

warehouses of the» Company, ‘and sold in: :that 

room. (No. XII, Appendjx.)—On this point he 

had the entire and unequivocal ‘concurrence of 
his ilustrious colleague, Mr. Pitt. That their 

goods should be-brought into the port of London, 

was a fundamental article in the political, and 

edinmercial creed of the East India Company. 

(Hear! Wear! hear !})—It scems strange, in- 

deed, (for‘any man to say that he is not concern: 

ed in supporting his own rights—what can be 

meant by Ministers having given the Directors a 

propersrub? -What!.is not an Englishman to 

maintain his own rights? Is he not to: speak his 

opinion honestly and frankly in his own cause? 

This is the birthright of an Englishman, and 

’ God forbid it should ever be wrested from him 

it'was a right he would give ‘up to no Ministers, 

Tie Court ‘of Directors had‘ asked. them, the 

reasoris Of changing their former sentiments and 

resol ations? they (the Proprietois) perhaps might 

‘be persttaded or-convinced by them, It should be 

istinctly understood, thatthe Directors arernot. 
esirous éf restraining the exports to the portyof 

“Bondon; bat of confining the imports to it, asa 

‘gheustire of vital consequence to the very existence, 
e tint” A 


re kichietoien: ag 


ofthe Coimpany: “The! profits’ upon’ the ‘trade 
cértainly had beer lessetied, ‘but this was owing 
14 captures arid shipwreck :—but, will the :out: 
ports be more exempt from such disasters than, 
the’Company ? The profits must naturally flue- 
tuate upon all commercial undertakings. (he © 
Chairman here alluded to an opinion given by 
Lord Castlereagh in the House of Commons on 
a former occasion, No. XII. Appendix.) The 
Court of Directors were not anxious for a vote 
of thanks, but to deserve one.’ He had. the 
highest opinion of His Majesty’s Minjsters ‘as _ 
individuals ; but this should not induce“him to 
sacrifice to them one iota of his wes or of the 
Company’s rights. 

. Mr, Alderman Atkins could wieks to heax ee 
the honorable gentleman (Mr. Hume) would an- 
swer the arguments of the Chairman; he was_ 
convinced that they were not to be answered. 
If the question was that of opposing the interests 
of the Company to those of the Country, there 
was not a single Proprietor. that would hesitate 
between the duty and the sacrifiee—there was no 
such collision of interests — the question was, 
whether the interests of the Company should be 


sacrificed, not ‘to those of! the Country but to 


‘popular mistake, to. the delusion of experiment, 


to‘ the cravings of speculation. One establish- 


‘ment for the protection of the trade and shipping 


alone for the pert 4f London, had cost” half a 
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inillion of money; millions had been rite 
upon others —more than 30,000 persons were 
employed i in these establishments—if the exclu- 
sive trade is done away, these must all be ditven 
from their wonted habits of industry, to seek, as 
they best could, a precarious subsistence—* You 
take away their life if you do take away the 
means whereby they live.” It cannot be. for- 
gotten too, that the Company had furnish- 
ed. Government with 20,000 tons of ship- 
ping, amounting to fourteen sail, to. whose as- 
sistance in a great measure the splendid victory 
oyer the Dutch at Camperdown may be attri- 
buted.—Could, Government look to divided i in- 
terests, sendtored property, and unequal ship- — 
ping, for so desirable an aid in future emergen- 
cies? It was much to be lamented that any 
shade of difference should exist on the question, 
of adjournment, and on that account he could 
wish it were separated from the motion of 
thanks. : py 

Mr. Hume \in explanation) considered his 
opinion had been so guardedly expressed, as 
not to be thought imputing blame to the 
Directors. If any loss should be sustained by: 
the measures of Government, they are bound to 
give ample remuneration. 

After a few words the motign of Thanks v was 
united to that of Adjournment with one dissen+ 
tient vtice, that of Mr. H 
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At. a Secret Commitice*of Correspondence, the Sith 
ais “** November, 1812, YR SHS 
‘! Phe Chairman reported to the Committee, thathet 
andthe Deputy Chairman had \this morning..a conten: 
rence with the President of the Boar@ of Commission- 
erg; /on the subject of the Renewal of the Company’s* 
Charter, at which his Lordship declared. it, to, be , 
intention of His Majesty’s Muisters, not to abandog 
the proposition they had made, for ‘allowing’ a ditect® 
trade between India and the outports, ofrthe United, 
Kingdom ; but that the proposition might be modified, 
by confining the ports'to which ships shall be-allowéd 
to,import goods from India, toa number Jess. than thats 
to which the Warehousing Act now extends. Lord 
Backinghamshire, howeter, was’ desirous, beforg resi 
suming the correspondence relating,;to, it, that, 
Committee of Correspondence should hold,a conferencg 
with Lord Liverpool and himself upon the subject. ~~~ 
Phe -Chairman.:further, stated, that, in reply: too 
Lord Buckinghamshire,, the Deputy Chairman and 
himself declined making’ afy observation at pres 
but stated their intention to communicate the subj 
of his Lordship’s remarks to GgCommittes ef Co 
‘pondence, and also expres theit wish, ~ that” 
Committee might havethehonour of )waitingsuponshigs? 


rdship, previously tothe proposed coniesence, with. 
rt Liverpéol, “to. Y Seth Lord Buckingham con 
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fair fom the Chairman and Damuty Chairman te 
the Right Honorable the Earl of Buckinghamshtre. 

: East-India House, 28th November, 1812. 

My Lorp, r 

; We have the honor to acquaint your Lords 
ship, that we have communicated to a Secret Come 
mittee of Correspondence the substance of the con- 
versation which we had yesterday the honour of holds 
ing-with your Lordship, Mr. Wallace, and Mr, Sul- 
Jivan, and in which it was notified to us, that the opi- 
nion of His Majesty's Government remains unaltered, 
regarding the exPediency of not confining the import 
trade from the East-Indies to the port of Londen. 

The Committee received this communication with 
the deepest concern and regret, its Members unani- 
miously concurring with us in opinion, that should the 
proc’ extension of the trade, even toa small num- 

r of the outports of. the kingdom, be sanctioned by 
the Legislature, the measure will be highly prejudicial 
to the public revenue, injurious to the Kast-India Coms 
pany, and detrimental to the prosperity of the mer- 
‘chamts, manufacturers, traders, and other numerous 
bodiés interested in the commerée with India, as now 
carried on through the channel of the river Thames. 
The Committee being still desirous of an opportunity 
‘of renewing their representations to your Lordship 
upon'this important question, before any communica~ 
tion is made to the Court on the subject, have directed 
us to'request the honor of -a conference with your 
“Lordship for that purpose. Should it be perfectly 
‘convenient to your Lordship to receive the Deputation 
‘on Tuesday next, at two o'clock, we shall be able to 
Jay the result of the conference before the Court on 


“the following day. 
i We have the honour to be, my Lord, 
~» Your Lordships most obedient humble servants, 
Nt Signed) Hucu Inctis, £ 


. Ropert THORNTON, ,. 
"Phe Right Hon. the Earl of Buckinghamshire, 
‘ &c.-&e. &e. 


f 
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Letter from the Right Honorible the Earl of Buckivig’s 


' hamshtre to the Chairman. 


Sir, India Board, 28th November, 1812. 


_ I had the honor of receiving your letter of this 
day, proposing that the Secret Committee of Corres+ 
pondence should wait upon me at this Board on Tues+ 
day next. 

I shall be happy to have the honor of seeing them 3 
but as I am desirous that Lord Liverpool, and other 
Members of the Board, ‘should be prgsent at the inter- 
view, and asI find that twelve o’clock will be more con- 
venient to them than two, you will, [ hope, have no 
objectioneto- make the appointment for. the former 
hour. 
I have the honor to be 


Your most obedient and faithful humble servant, 


BucKINGHAMSHIRE. | 
Sir Hugh Inglis, Bart, 
&e. &c. Ke. 
e ——— = 
No. IV. 


Ata Secret Court of Directors, held on Wednesday, the 
2d December 1812. 


The Chairman acquainted the Court, that a meetin 
took place yesterday, at the Board, between aevral 
of His Majesty’s Ministers and the Committee of Cor- 
respondence, upon the subject of the renewal of the Com- 
pany’s exclusiye privileges, when it was agreed, that no 
minutes should be then taken, in order to afford the most 
unreserved mode of carrying on the discussion ; ‘ac the 
conclusion of which it was undérstood, that His Ma- 
jesty’s Ministzrs would communicate, in writing, their 
sentiments upon thd whole of the subject. uf 
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Ata Secret Court. of Directors, held on Tuesday, the 
aie 15th December 1812. 


_ Minutes of the 2d instant were read and approved. 
* Phe Chairman stated, that two conferences between 


(+. His Majesty’s Ministersand the Committee of Corres- 


pondence had taken place since the 2d mstanm, viz. 
on the Sth and 12th instant, but that he had nothing 
further to communicate to the Court in consequence.” 


ee 





+a 
ays * . No. VI. 


4i a Secret Court of Directors, held on Wednesday, 
fons: wepepihe 16th. December 1812. 

The Court adverting to the statement which the 
Chairman had, with their approbation, made to the 
General Court ‘to-day, as to the late conferences with 


_ His Majesty’s Ministers, upon the subject of renewing 


the Company’s exclusive privileges, and this Court 

deeming it a proper mark of respect to His Majesty’s « 

Ministers, that they should be apprized of the «same as 
as possible, 

-. The Chairman and Deputy Offirman were requested 

to wait on the President of the Board of Commission- 


> rs for the Affairs of India to-morrow, to communicate 


to: his Lordship what had passed in the General -Court 
this day, and to state to his Lordship, that the Court 
of Directors continue decidedly to entertain the opi- 
nion which they have formerly expressed to His Ma- 
Jesty’s Ministers, as tothe ruinous consequences of 
admitting the imports from ‘India, to the outports of 


co eeeeeeentietel 


‘No. VIL. 


i Mia Secret Court of Directors, held on Friday, the | 


18th December 1812. 


~The Court having resolved itself into a Committes 
of the Whole Court, We Be 


€ 







“And being erty ae flowing report from’ é he 
5 tee of the hole jourt was read : 

PPh eotoas Se taking (rie ec cdetatine Che poi 4 
« sent state.of the negociation with H's Majesty’s Mi. 
“© nistens: for the renewal ofthe Company’sexelusive 
‘4 privilages, deem ito be highly important, that the 

privi 

a -sentiments of the Court of Directors, uponthe pros ~ 
position brought forward for admitting theimports: 
«from India to the ourports of this: kinigelonttehouids 
be anéquivocally known.” 

« The Committee therefore recommend to the Conrt 
* to pass a resolution, stating that the proposition in’ 
** question is, for various reasons alrgady~set forth in 
* the Court’s writings, pregnant with rain to the afs 
* fairs of the Company, inasmuch as it would render 
* them incapable of performing the fulhetions allotted. 
** ‘to them, as well in their commercial as in theif 
* political capacity, and that the Court cannot theres 
** fore, consistently with their duty to their Constit 
“© tuents, recommend to them the adaptive of sucha 
** proposition.” 

And it was, on the question, 

Resolved Unanimously, That this Court approve the 
said report. 

And the Chairman and Deputy Chairman were re+ 
quested to wait on the Right Honorable the President 
of the Board of Commissioners for the Affairs of Indiay 
and to communicate to His Lordship the above pro- 
teedings of this day, : 






a 


No. VIII. 


ut a Secret Court’ of Directors, held on Tuesday, ti 
e 22d December 1812. 


The Chairman acquainted the Court, that in obe- 
dience to their resolution of the 18th i instant, the Deg. 
uty and himself, on Saturday last, waited on. the 
Bigne Honorable the President of the Board of Comes 
wmissioners for the Af=irs of India, with a copy of, the 
_ uinutes of the Secret Court of the 18th instant. ‘3 
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POW He Sc F Te yi No. IX © rf) r 
tthe $0 iia di) ‘ a 
Letter from the Right Honorable the Earl of Buck> 
wainghamshire to the Chatrman and Deputy Chairman 
sof the Last-India Company. 
GENTLEMEN, India Board, 24th Dee. 1812. 


way The conferences held at this Board with 
the Committee of Correspopdence, having had for 
théir object the most unreserved and candid discussions 
upon points of the greatest importance, with respect 
to the renewal of the East-India Company’s Charter, 
and it having been understood that no further steps 
should be taken upon the subject, until a communica- 
tion. was made by me, in an official shape, to the 
rs of Directors, it was not without some surprize 

t the copy of their resolution of the 18th instant 

‘as received by His Majesty’s Government, because 
ie, resolution, adopted under such circumstances, ap- 
pear to them to have for its object an abrupt termination 
to all discussion. . 

They cannot, however, consider it the less incuni- 
bent upon them, through you, as the proper official 
chaenel, to bring before the Court of Directors the 
principle upon which the opinions I have to apprize 
you of have been formed, in order to present to the 
Beciceres and the Public a correct view of a subject 
to which so much importance is attached. 

Ishall, therefore, convey to you the sentiments of 
His Majesty’s Government, precisely in the terms I 
should Stn done, if no intimation had been made of 
the resolution of the Court of Directors of the 18th 
instant ; and with that object I proceed to inform you, 

t with regard to those points, to. which the atten- 
jon of the Committee of Correspondence has been 
chiefly directed at the conferences held at this Board, 
the principle uniformly maintained, as the basis of any _ 
‘afrangement for the renewal of the East-India Com- 

any 's Charter, viz. that the merchants of ‘this country 
' fave as substantial claim to as mucl: liberty of trade as 

hey can enjoy, without injury to other important na 
‘tional interests, cannot bé departed from. it ail 
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It was in the hope that the opening of the export — 
trade with India to the merchants of the city of Lone — 
don‘ and of ‘the oatports, whilst the import: wus: cons 
fined to the port of London, might not be found in- 
consistent with this principle, that a disposition was 
felt by the Government to propose an arrangement to 
that effect. 

In consequence, however, of the promulgation ¢ 
such an intention, several persons, interested in’ the 
commerce of the outports, represented in the strongest 
terms, that the proposed limitation of the import trade 
from India, rendered the extension of no value te 
them ; and they declared themselves psepared to main- 
tain, that this limitation was not calléd for by any 
adequate motive of public interest. | ‘ 

They urged their claim to an equal participation in 
the general trade to India, and their conviction, that 
the ground upon which the exclusion in favour of the 
port of London was defended, vz. the additional dan— 
ger of smuggling, could ngt be supported, and they . 
were satistied that the alleged danger might be’ obviated 
by revenue regulations, They also entered Jargely 
into the subject of the China trade, contending strena- 
ously against the renewal of the Company’s excliSive 
Charier ; and stated their reasons for believing, that 
measures might be adopted by which that trade could 
be opened, without injury to the revenue, and without 
hazarding the continuance of the intercourse with the 
Emperor of China’s dominions. 

The importance attached to these representations, 
induced His Majesty’s Government to revise the ar- 
rangement which had been in contemplation ; and al- 
though they did not see cause, under all the ciréum- 
stances bearing upon this question, to alter the opinion 
they had entertained, of the propriety of conti uing 
the existing resirictions upon the commercial inter- 
course with China, and of preserving to the Company 
the monopoly of the tea trade, they nevertheless felt, 
that the merchants belonging to the outports had esta, 
blished a claim against an absolute restriction of tie 
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ores Par Directors}* ~" 
~ Ft is-conceived, thar che apprehensions! beoiuiiat 
on this account might: -bé obviated. by ‘various regula. 
tions, ‘such as ‘confiting the trade to those ‘ports’ which 
Bre; of thay be so cifeumstanced, as to afford security, 
eke: Qué collection ‘of the ‘revenue ; by the limita. 
tion’ of it t6 vessels of four buncred tons burthen ; by 
‘attachin the forfeiture of the ship and cargo to hie 
@iscovery of ‘any illicit articles on board 3 by an exten- 
sion “of tis manifest act's by ‘rey ulations ‘for’ checkin} 
practice oF smug iting inthe ships of the Company } 
a welf as by orher provisions, too’ minute to be entered’ 
oto-at present, but whieh w: ae of course, ‘be atcetided 
to, in discussing the details of the subject.” 7” 
oy am persuaded it“ will not escape your observation; 
that from obvious considerations, the English Channel 
must, at all times, especially in time of peace, afford 
fA ties and inducemvats for eeigeling. wii ae hot 
otc elsewhere to the’same extent, on account“of the 
elandestin€ trafic diFeady est:blished, ‘and’ the’ é ready 
Municition with thé opposite shore. aula 
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Shame: the Govermmene thust feel inthe’ prevention 
of smuggting. “The intérests of the Company ard, no 
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fs aves fibre concerned sand it cantiot | ber supp 
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~ of from three to four millions; or that, if a- defalcar 
tion should unexpectedly arise, they would not immedi- 
tely take measures for applying a remedy..,The ° 
ompany have, therefore, an ample ground. of conf- 
dence; not only in the disposition of Governmenty. but 
in their effectual co-operation on those points, on which 
the Court of Directors appear to feel. the. greatesy 
anxiety, and on which»they urged their. strongest 
objections to the proposed arrangement. uty 
_ The several articles which may be imported from the 
countries within the limits of the Company’s Charter, 
and which are charged with an ad vglorem duty, al= 
though, with the exception of Tea, the} bear a very, 
small proportion to the whole ef the revenue collected 
from the trade from India and China, are nevertheless 
of sufficient importance to demand the attention of 
Government, as the question may afiect the interests 
of the East-India Company, as well as those of the 
public revenue. acne” 
‘With this view, it will be necessary to consider whe-, 
+ther, with respect to some of them, a rated duty 
might not be substituted, and whether regulations may 
not he made for the security of the duty ad valoreni"ow 
those articles which shall continue to be so chargedy 
and which, at the same time, shall prevent their being, 
purchased at a price, likely to operate injuriously to 
the manufacturers of this country, ; = 
The justice of the observations, respecting the adz 
ditional number of Europeans that would find their way 
‘to India.in consequence of the extensiof of the trade, 
must be admitted to a certain extent ; but it is obvious, ' 
that this danger would arise frou the extension of the 
export trade to India, and would scarcely be lessened, 
by coufining thg import trade to the Port of. London, 
fae individual, during his residence in India, would. 
_of course be subject to the existing regulations.of the 
local Governments, iss fy 
The situation of Lascars, who are occasionally em- 
ployed in the navigation of ships from India to ie ; 
country, would demand the hamane interposition, of 
‘Legislature; and there can be no doubt that effec 
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tua upiprition for their maiatenance. while in England, 
and for their return to India, will be made. 

‘Having goue through the principal points to which 
our recent conferences have’ related, it may be proper 
for me to apprize you, that His Majesty's Government 
‘are of opinion, that the establishment of King’s troops, 


» which may be requisite for the preservation of the peace 


i 


‘and security of the British possessions in India, must de- 
pend upon circumstances that it would be diilicnit to 
anticipate ; but as the financial situation of the Com- 
pany may render it necessary that the numbers to be 
maintained at their charge should be limited, there can 
be no objéctiomto propose to Parliament, to specify 
that number by legislative enactment. 

L have thus endeavoured to bring the sentiments of 
His Majesty’s Government before you, with the same 
candor that has been evinced in our recent discussions 3 

-,and I can venture confidently to assure you, that my 
colleagues, as well as myself, are most anxious to pro- 

‘mote such an adjustment between the Public and the 
Court of Proprietors, as may be satisfactory to all © 
parties. 

The expediency of adhering to that system, by 
which the Government of India has been administered 
through the intervention of the Company, is strongly 
felt by His Majesty’s Government; but it must not be 
supposed, that there are no liants to that expediency, 
or-that there are no advantages which might result 
from ‘a different course. 

~ It is for the Court of Proprietors to decide, whether 
their'own interests, as well as those of the numerous 
persons depending upon them, both at home and 
abroad, can ‘best be preserved by their rejection of, or 
acquiescence in, those conditions, upon which alone, 
eonsistent with their public duty, His Majesty’s Go- 
vernment can ‘submit a proposition to Parliament for 
the renewal of the Charter. ; 
“© You,’Gentlemen, must be aware, that from its ap- 
proaching’ex piration, provision must be made, without 
delay; for the future government of India; and that 
His Royal\Highness the Prince Regent, in -his speech. 
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at thé Opening of the present session, has called upo 
Parliament to make such provision. Sanka FY4. 
I have the honor to be, 
r + Gentlemen, his 
Your most' obedient and faithful humble servant, 
(Signed) BucKiNGHAMSHIRE. «. 

The Chairman and Deputy Chairman 

of the Court of Directors. ih 





No. X. 


Letter from the Chairman and Deputy Chairman, 
to the Right Honourable the Earl of Buckingham- 


shire, 
East India House, 30th December 1812, 


My Lorp, 

We were honoured, on the 25th instant, with 
* the letter which your Lordship was -pleased to address 
to us.on the preceding day, and have laid it. before the 
Court of Directors, We are instructed by the Court 
to acquaint your Lordship that a General Court. of; 
Proprictors of Kast-India Stock has been ‘sunimonedy 
for the special purpose of taking into consideration the 
important subjects treated of in your Lordship’s letter, 
and we shall lose no time in submitting to your Lord« 
ship the result of the deliberations at that meeting. | - 
In reference to the first paragraph of your Lasdshinte 
letter, in which the resolationpassed by the Court, on 
the 18th instant, is ‘stated to have caused some surprise 
to His Majesty's Government, as appearing to have for 
its object an abrupt termination to all discussion, we are 

desired by the Court-of Directors respectfully. to offe 

‘ the following explanation, © 
Your Lordship ‘s aware, that at the commencement 
of the.recent conferences-on the subject of the Renewal 
ef, the-Company’s Chacter, it.was agreed between your 
Lordship.and tke-Deputation from the Court, that no 
niinutes should be taken of what passed in conversation. 
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~ Accordingly, no particular communication was'made, 
re or poet) adel of yout Lordship’s letter’ of the 
4th instant, of the result of thése conferences ? but 

- “'Bhearnest desire having been expressed by! those Gen- 
“tlemen in the’ Direction who ave not Members of the 
‘Committee of Correspondence, to be informed, whe- 

fier the differences of opinion, formerly known to 
_ekist, on some important points, between His'Majesty’s 
‘Government and the Court, were ina train‘of re¢onci- 
liation, and the general answer which we thought onr- 

_ * selves bound in duty to give, not baving tended to afford 
“them the satisfaction t iy éxpected, they deemed it 
proper that the sense of the Court, respecting the 
“question of the outports, should be formally notified to 

our Lordship, and in consequence the unanimous reso- 
lution of the 18th was transmitted. Had the Court per- 
ceived that that proceeding admitted of the interpreta- 
‘tion which has Sa 2 upon it by His Majesty’s Go- 
“-yvernment, they would assuredly have taken paitis more 
“effectually to guard againstso great‘a misconception of 
‘the teal intention, which was no other than ‘to mark 
~ their adberence to the opinions they have uniformly en- 
‘tegtained on the disputed question, of extending’ the 
_ Pmport trade from India to the ontports of this kingdom, 
which had formed the’ principal subject of discussion 
~ betweenthé Members of His Majesty’s Government and 
~ the Committee of Corresponderice, It was certainly 
desirable for the Members of that deputed Committee, 
and it was thought that it might not be unacceptable to 
your Lordship, to’ know that the semiments ‘which 
they had expressed in the cotrse of discussion, were 
sanctioned by the unafimoas concurrence of the Bod 
by whoni they were delegated. The mode in whicl 
the resolution was adopted was conformable to the usage 
of the Court of Directors on solemn océasions, ‘name- 

- ly, after a report from a Committee of the whole Court, 

which always requires signatures, and which, in: the 
resent instance,’ was subscribed ‘by every Director, 
We trust; my Lord, that this explanation of the 

‘“geasure alluded to, will prove satisfactory to your 

Kordship and the other members of His Mayesty’s'Go- 
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wernment ;.and whilo we return our sincere acknow= 
dedgements for the attention with which our represeata- 
tions have been listened to, in the various interviews 
with which ave have been honored by your Lordship ana 
His Majesty’s Ministers who attended, we hope, at the 
same time, to stand perfectly acquitted of any design, 
either to prevent or embarrass a full and deliberate 
discussion of the great interests at stake. , 

» Ut is a.matter of deep.concern to usto find, that His 
Majesty's Ministers seem still to adhere to the principle 
of opening the outports of the United Kingdom to the 
importation..of commodities from, India, We have 
already, in.our, letters of the 15th apd 29th April last, 
fully stated the dangers that must result to the Com- 
pany, from.so great an enlargement of the pritilege in 
Eastern commerce to British merchant’. We presume 
to think our objections to that enlargement have aot 
been adequately answered; and we have to express 
the concern felt by the Court, that no communication 
-has yet. been made to them, of those represeata~ 
. tions which first led His Majesty's Ministers to en- 
-tertain, and which induce them. still to adhere to 
the opinion,. that the publie interest will be 
best consulted, by not confining the import“Trade 
from the East-Indies to the port. of London. kk 
would occasion much satisfaction to the Court, shovid 
such a communication have the effect of obviating 
their objections, even iv part, to a measure, which 
the. most imperative considerations alone could have 
influenced them to oppose : and were it_ unfortunately 
to fail in producing this effect, it is nevertheless desira- 
ble, that the Court of Directors shall have an oppertu= 
nity of. reviewing the question with all the intelligence 
that can be brought to-bear upon it. Your Lordship has, 
indeed, been pleased tofavor uswith a brief summary of 
some of the arguments. used by the merchants, on tis, 
subject,—atguments, we must own, not in the least con- 
vincing to us: and we assure ourselves, that in advert- 
ing to them, your Lordship»does not mean that the 
Company should be concluded, or their fate deter- 
mined, by what those whe.oppose their intcresis chouse 





“so far’ influenced His Majesty’s Ministers, as to 
Jead'them to think, that the merchants “have a claim: 
* to as mach liberty of trade as they can enjoy, withs 
** out injury to other important national interests.” In 
‘those ‘iliterests, we may presume, are comprehended 
Both the consideration of the public revenue, and the 
maintenance Of the Kast-India Company. But what 
tlit'extent of trade‘is, “ which can be. granted with 
sdfety to those interests,” is stil a question uadeters 
mined. We confess that the regulations contemplated 

y His Majesty's Ministers, so far as your Lordship 
has been pleased tp explain them to us, appear. by no 
means calculated to remove our fears. The, compas 
rative idterest which the Public and the Company have 
in preventing thé smaggling of Tea, was described in 
our letter of the 29th Apvil; and though it be true, as 
your Lordship observes, that the stake of the. Public 
ur this concern is numerically greater, than that of the 
Company, yet the importance of the Company’s infe+ 
rior stake is, to them, infinitely greater, than would: _ 
bé'to the Public the importance of the loss the revenue 
might sustain ; because, as matters now stand, the 
» Company have no certain dependance but the China 
wade, for resources essential to their subsistence. We 
donot the least question, that His Majesty’s Ministers 
would be thoroughly disposed to frame additional regu- 
lations to prevent smuggling Tea, should those now in 
cofitemplation be tried, and be found insyfiicient. But 
besides that we extremely distrust the practicability of 
smugging to a Jarge extent, where the tewptations 
would be so great, we must entreat your Lordship and 
His Mafesty’s Ministers seriously to consider, what. 
would be the situation of the Company, if they obs: 
taified a charter upon no better terms thamthose now 
proposed, and upon trial it should be found that their 
Coimmiercial income failed, and that,their dividend should. 
be unprovided for or lowered :—their stock would im- 
metliately fall ; their credit would be. diminished ; the 
currency of their affairs, in their payments particulars 
ly; "would be impeded ; general alarm and dissatisface. 


aa nce; although their representations appear to 
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tion.in, all parties connected with this great establishe 
ment woud be felt: and there would be a necessity 
for going to Parliament again, when evils great, per- 
haps irretri¢vable, would have been experienced, It 
isthe duty of the Execetive Body of the Company to 
carry their views forward to such contingencies, and to 
seek provision against them: and we must beg leave to 
add, that whatever rights the merchants may claimy, 
or the nation be pleased to bestow on them, it cannot be 
equitable to make concessions to them which should 
destroy the Company, who acquired the Indian em- 
pire, and who are as much the owners of the chief. 
seats of European trade in that empire, as they, are of 
their freeholds in London. i ; 

With respect to the resort of Europeans to India, if 
we do not misunderstand the scope of your Lordship’s 
observation, it s¢ems to imply, that their numbers 
might bein proportion to the export trade from this 
country. If, indeed, they were to be regulated by this 
scale, our apprehensions would be the less; but we 
have no difficulty in acknowledging, that in addition 
toall our other arguments against admitting importa- 
tions to ‘the outports, we think, that the granting of 
this privileee would increase the spirit of rash specu- 
lation from Great Britain and Ireland, and, thereby 
the number of ‘adventurers in search of fortune in. In- 
dia; for it is to be remembered, that those adventurers 
would naturally seek for new establishments, even out 
of the Company’s territories,“and there endeavour to 
acquire real property. : 

But, my Lord, this is only one of many points 
which require particnlar regulations ; and, at the stage 
at which we are now arrived in the negociation, we 
cannot but state to your Lordship, the anxious wish of 
the Court tebe made acquainted with the whole plan 
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which His Majesty’s Government may have it in con = 


templation to recommend to Parliament for a Renewal 
of the Kast-India Company’s Charter : including such 
amendments in the system of the Company’s territorial 
government and administration, as past experience, 
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may have indicated ; the regulations deemed neceséary 
for promoting the disci Mine and ‘eficieney of the In- 
dian Army ; the amount of force which’ His Majesty 
may be empowered to maiptain in India at the expense 


the Company; and the provisions. that may be 
requisite for settling the relative powers of 

- the of Commissioners and the Court of Direc- 
tors. The these topics were specifically mentioned 
in the letters from Lord Melville to the Chairs, of the 
BOth September 1808 and the 21st March 1912, the 
-scahinet still, in = rer hl Rerrorn of the 
ents, in regard. toethem, which His Majesty’s 
Government may have in view to propose. van oe 
-entreat, also, that yout Lordship will enable us to lay 
_ before the Court < — and ultimately the ti 
| -prietors, in any s ou may judge fit, the infor- 
"tration, addivonal’ to ae ‘of the Sisarchoati already 
solicited, on which the determination of His Majesty’s 
Ministers rests, as to the extension of the trade to the 
extperts, and their intentions vpon the other parts of 
the arrangement to whieh we have now adverted. ” 

_ “Phe requests we now make appear to us the more 
“seasonable, fronr the weighty intimation conveyed in 
the concloding part of your Lordsbip’s setter, It 
brings into view fto repeat an expression used in’ our 
letter of the 15th April), “* questrons of the last ¢mpor- 
* tance to the safety of the British Empire in India, 
© and of the British Constitution at Home,” This is 
* wsolemn subject for the Country, as well as the Com- 
pany. If, indeed, it should ever come under actual 
discussion, we have that confidence in the equity and 
wisdom of the Nation,’ that notwithstanding all pre- 
“sent clamours, they will wish to do the’'Company jus- 
' tee, and to guard all the other great interests which 
| Mast come into question. But prepared a3 tve sliall be, if 
© forced into this situation, to maintain the rights and 
dlaims of ovr Constituents, we must yet express our 
hope, that the Company will not be reduced to the 

- hard alternative, of thus having to contend’ for ‘all 
that is dear'té them, or ro accept’ a Charter on terme 


C 


. 


“ and uoreserved, explanations with, the Court of 
oe they have ri sh elt that.it was uate 


“tes 
ses 4 "2 SUIIE "My Lord;:" ped oliy net bach Vk ae 


od Watt 
‘sine iat “Yow Lordships in 


Banjistsin “rics tive Rosrat. Tuornrow. a 


Vi OMe Pte Fishy “Side eee wis in ah nay aed a na 
air eid atu CASS so Paar aby 


n 30th ultimo,. and pre eed: to, convey , to, ou the. 
» seem advisable, under Papepnt Seeuhs 

















oe = Hor hiss ¥ Nort 


ihe eiF Weave the hoon bey ws @ eOTA, dietely: 








aed” speek? (Signe 


es “is Bil Hoop ago poset abe ia 


, Buckinghamshire, & ke. Ke. Ke.” a ry “ee fm 


is my 


yal. tes rf i © No. XL 

catty agate 

~ Latter frm, the igi ht, Honorable i 4d arl of £ 
0 


i anghamshire t Chairman and Pity 


noticed in'the p ding Minute, 9 ye Sey | 


Sarda 4th Fanuaryy 181 as 4 





i 


: gs dah i 4 
I had the honor to receive your Letter « - wale A 


| ments.of His Majesty's Government, as fa ras it woul 
“fROR, the discussion. sd of 
With respect to your observation, that the ; 
© senfatons which induced ie eee ia 
form their anion upon the subject of the puentice i 
/, of the Import. Trade, have: a withbeld rom the © 
Court. of Directors, and. that ya, phyechpns, to that | 
_oextension bave not been ‘a seauatel y answered,” you. 
_must allow me to avail myself of this occasion. to appri 
you, that. =e Majesty’s: Governme: 
, shewna see isposition to enter into the, 
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-You.are ietpane. of the disposition of ‘His-Ma-* 
's Governatent to adhere -to the _present system 
administration i in India, and Tam not aware that, if 
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"yon is ng pro me, fo at "a i 
on, except such as may arise 
the trade. aly y w te t 
_. The éonGidence you. express in the ibaeates. 
tice of Parliament will, I am ‘persuaded, not be Vis. 
‘appointed ; nor is it to be supposed, that inthe con- 
sideration of this great question (to use: “your ion : 
words) ¢ the safety of the British Empire in. | 
“¢ and the Bsitish Constitution at Home” will be over- 
looked, either by the Legislature or the Ministers seb “i 
the Crown. ae Seates: hee 4 
Tf the Government of 'Traliar iacilot be: canted a 
‘ea safety to the Constitution, except through the in. rae 
_tervention of the Company, the prepositions sof the. 
Court of Directors, whatever they may aa must un- 
conditionally be admitted. came 6 
It will be for Parliament todderoraline,» whether: the © 
Nation is, in this respect, without an alternative; jor’ 
whether, if a change of system should. be rendered «’ 
necessary by the decisions of the East-India Company, 
measures might not be taken for: aniteaa inne 
and at the same time poe such an administrasion as 
of the Government o igs might be found com+" ‘ 
patible ‘vith the interests re of the British 
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Latract of t Letter from Lord: Melville to the Chair : 

man, dated 2d April, 1800. PI ES 

“Te ‘the first place, ‘Tset out with disclaiming my 

“pete: a party XO those ‘opinions, which rest upon any 
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. My sentiments, in that respect, remain ex 
eas they were when I oorteyrdiiene apy: 
arter, in 17835 and, it any thing, I am still more 
onfirmed in the principles I brought forward at that 
time. That adirect interference by Government in 
os em of adie is necessary for their stability and 
_ uniformity, Iam more and more convinced ; but that 
the ostensible form of government, with all its con- 
_ sequent extent and detail of patronage, must remain 
as ae. 3, dg apa —_ agi sty = en in 
_...question by any, but who dis to sa- 
crifice the rondein and security rou Constitution, to 
their own personal aggrandizement and. ill-directed 
ambition ; I remain equally satisfied, as to the “pro- 
iety, of, continuing a monopoly of the trade in the 
Sands of the East-India Company. "Those who main- 
tain the reverse, appear to me to be misled by general 
theories, without attending to the peculiar circumstances 
of the trade they are treating of. Viewing it, ev" 
=> ‘@&g mere COMMERCIAL question, I believe this propo- 
ition to bea sound one} and if the trade were laid 
‘open, the su od ‘advantages thence arising are, AT 
BEST, very problematical, and would certainly be very — 
» precarious arid shortSlived. It is, however, totally to 
. forget the ‘question, to tréat it as a mere commercial 
_ one. The same principlés which prove the:necessity of 
. the ‘present form and ‘mode of Indian government, 
ee the necessity of the’ monopoly of trade, The 
_ Government, and the trade are interwoven together, 
and we have only to recur to a very recent experience, 
to learn the immense advantages which have flowed 
fram that connection of Government and. trade, By 
~ the commercial capital of the Company at home, act- 
ing in connection with the public revenues under their . 
administration abroad, they have mutually aided, and 
ministered to the wants of each: other, and the result 
‘has been, the fortiinate achievement ‘of those brilliant 
-* events, upon the snécess of which depended , the .ex- 
istence of the Government, the territorial wealth, and 

the wade of India. 
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and dmporta pansy ie Kast 
progressively advanced, is now so 
pojitical interests of the ERB E 
mind a firm conviction, Fe te i 
monopoly of the East-India. Company 1s Ev 
IMPORTANT,TO THE POLITICAL INTERES 
States than it is to the comMERCIAL INTERESTS of 
cheereneens’ 7 wt ts SPM Maa OS ore aie siege. 
ae fo as ee oe a pe eae 

AMIN ad ag BN Rae alt aire ck SL sl ces bene Spa shine 

¥ ss acs ak gael aa F Me 
Lord..Casilereagh’s Opinion expressed in the Debate tr 
the House of Commons on the East-India Budget; 
ABth July 1806... Saalttaelte ces eat eee 

“It seemed, however, unjust to describe the Com- 
patty’s:commerceas carried on at aloss, To what — 
precise extent dit rag be. profitable, after providittts 
a liberal dividend:to the proprietors, might be amat 
of ‘more difficult. calculation,.and must, like all eon 
‘mercial ‘results; be in its nature fluctuating ; ‘but, i 
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eri upon :this branch of the Company’s affairs, 
the'wo a rm (Mr... Prinsep) must. establish se-" _ 
veral preliminary facts, before he can expect to per- 


suade Parliament that the commercial eyisteuce of the 
Company: is “tobe. considered merely. on grounds of ~ 
mmeredintile profit. He. must be. prepared to shew that ~ 
individuals’ would be as likely to gary on. steadily. the 
commerce of dindiay under all the fluctuations to which 
“such a trade‘is liable, where the outgoings: are great, ia 
' ‘and the‘returns distant, as a great trading cor- 
poration, . He must be prepared .to ye eae a a 
prehensions»which. giust be entertained wit | respect au 
the: injerious influence onthe, prosperity of, fet. ‘a 
which may bethe consequence of an unsieady and un. . 
equal demani! for their produce, before he. can expect 
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‘satisfy Parliament that.an intercourse, perfectly un- 
strained, ected eto that. qualified intercourse, 


free aud partly restricted, which now prevails, 








he assume ividuals by using an inferior 
‘description of tonnage, could carry on the trade at 
less’ expense, and consequently at greater profit, he 
Must be prepared to shew, that this is not merely by 
| throwing the difference of the expense on. the public, 
 .. by rendering numerous and, expensive convoys requi-, . 
_. Site to protect their feeble yessels in time of, war, whilst 
» ‘the Company’s ships, with a comparatively: slight aid 
_ from our navy, are competent to protect each other, 
'. and to set the enemy’s ships of war, even when. in 
_ considerable force, atdefiance. He must.be prepared 
_ to shew, that such an establishment as that of the 
_ Company, could be kept up without the. protection’ of 
; ee monopoly ; or that su¢hasystem is in it- 
self unnecessary to the political existence of the Com- 
_ pany, and the management of large territorial revenues, 
when both in peace and in war funds must be tranferred 
through the medium of commerce from India to‘Lu- 
rope and. from Europe to India, He must also shew, 
before he can establish that the interest of the manu- 
‘ficturer at home is interested in sucha change, that 
individual speculators would be disposed to send out 
Pate are fee even at some Joss, as the Com- . 

ay 
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have frequently. done, or that there ts any other 

: limit'to the amount of this description-of. Export, on 
the part of the Company, than the utmost quantity the 
Tidian market, can take off, which they. have not, hi- 
therto been able, with their most.strenuous efforts and 
sothe sacrifices, to carry beyond .2,000,000. a. year. 
These, and many: other important doubts.must be 
solved, before any, satisfactory. or sound. conclusion 
can be come to, eb the great practicakquestion(Pri- 

_ -Wate Trade),to which the worthy aldermap,.. some- 
~~ Whatout of time, bad been solivitous to ppint.the,at- . 
tension of the Committee. ; 
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4 as aa Court of the United Ree of Merk sa 


chants of Englond Trading to the East- prog eld 
un Tuesday, the sth May, 1812," < 


Resolved unanimously, That this Court fas Senta: ms 
with deep concern and surprize, that His Majesty’s 
Miiiisters have been induced: to, change the view. M hey " 
first entertained of the propriety of confining to the 


Port'of London the returns of the trade to India, now 
to be permitted to all British subjects. - That the méa 
sure'of dpenitig the Outports to vessels of alf as 

tions’ from India, comprehending in that term. 
Kasteri’ Islands, appears to this Court to be: Pate 
with Consequences ruinous to the Company, and ail the 
long’ train of interests connected with it ; by remoting 
from the port of London the greater part of the Indian 


trade, which it: has “hitherto ‘enjoyed ; by. sve aa ¢ 


uséless*many_ f- the expensive establish menis forme 

theréfor'the méfchandize and shipping of that trade, 
and throwine out of bread many thousands of. persons,, 
who now derive: constant employment from it ;*by des! 
raugitie thé practice and frustrating the wd of’ stacey 
public “sales; which are-useful and important, both 4015 
the Country andthe Company, who are necessari 

restrictedto. this practice } but, above all, by afford 
ing facilities for the smugeling of teas into the ports a) 
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harbours of England, Scotlaud, and Treland, to anexs» | 


tent unlimited, and as this Court apprebesd, uncons | 
troulable., ‘T hat the consequences of this must be, the 
destruction of the Company’s China trade, their bests, 
source of commercial profit; the failure of their di- 
vidend; thedepreciation of their stock ; and, pules.® r 
fund:is provided from some” other source for the pay. 
ment of the dividend, inability on their part to cons 
tinie'to perform the: functions assigned io them ia the, 
Government of British India, That if the constitution 
by which the Indian Empire is now administered should 
thus be subverted, the excellent systen of ‘civil and 
pilitary service formed undet the Con: pany, and main- 
tainable only by such a body, will be broken down 3 
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_ the tranquillity.and iness of the vast ulation 
8, Wuerdcrentae pts. 8 the interests of this coun- —/, 
try cin Asia, and its constitution at home, will be im- 
' minently endangered. 
\ That the professed object for which the proposed 
| changes are to be made, and such immense sacrifices 
' bazarded, namely, the increase of the commerce of 
‘this kingdom, cannot be in any great degree attained, 
there being ‘no practi¢ability of extending materially 
~~ the ase of our manufactures among the Indian people, 
the tonnage allotted by the Company, or afforded by 
~~ Indian ships in the management of individuals, forsuch 
exports, not laving been fully occupied. Neitherdocs 
‘it appear practicable largely to augment the importa- 
tation of profitable commodities {rom thence ; of all 
‘which the example of the American trade to the East is 
a proof, British Manufactures, which they could easily 
have procured, making no part of it, nor their returns 
> exhibiting any new articles of importance. That there- 
 foré the trade now enjoyed by the Company and in- 
dividuals will be the only certain trade to which new 
adventurers-can have recourse, Atd this will be no ad- 
wdlition to the commerce of the Country, but only a 
© transfer from one set of hands to another: $0 that, old 
' establishments will be subverted, without substituting 
any thing equally good in their place ; and, to.all ap- 
pearance, with great detriment to the nation, parti- 
- cularly in the defaleation of a large part of the duties 
“now collected on tea, to the amount of four millions 
* sterling per annum ; forall which defalcation, whether, 
one, or two, or three millions, new taxes must be laid 
on the people. 

That the cause of the Company has been deeply in- 
jured by prejudice, ignorance, ertoneous-assumptions, 
and of late by extensive combinations, and by unfair 
representation, canvas, and intimidation: in all which 
the merits and rights of the Company, the political in- 
terests of British India, and of this country as connect- 
ed with them, have been left out of sight, and the 
single object of the extension of commerce, an object 
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too only of speculation, in bi rer to past experi- 

ence, is the governing principles fy) o) fp 

This Court however coufidently hope, that Parlia- 
ment will not decide the fate of ag on the 
representations and demands of private mterests, but 
on just and comprehensive views of national policy ; 
and the Court must also believe that His Majesty’s 
_ Ministers are too enligltened and equitable, finally to 
adopt any measure calculated to destroy the commer- 
cial profits of the Company, and thereby to disable 
them from performing their political functions. . This 
Court therefore entirely approving, both of the firm- 
ness which their Directors have shewn ip maintaining 
the interests of the Company, ands of the manner in 
which they have, im the papers now produced by them, 
defended those interests, doth recommend it to them, 
to persevere in the negociation with His Majesty's 
Ministers upon the same principles; assured of the 
determination of this Court to support them to the 
utmost, in maintaining the permanence gf the Com- 
pany and the national interests which are involved in 
their stability. ‘ 

Lesolved unanimously, That the thanks of this Court 
be given to Randle Jackson, Esq, for his very lumi-. 
nous and excellent speech this day ; for the great zeal, ~ 
ability and industry he bas on various occasions, and 
particularly on this, displayed for the honor and advan- 
tage of ths Company. 

Resolved unanimously, That the warmest thanks of 
this General Court be offered to the Chairman, Deputy 
Chairman, and Court of Directors of this Company, 
for their very able conduct in the negociation with Go- 
vernment for the renewal of the Charter ; alike evincing 
the most luminous ideas of the best interests of this 
‘Company, and ‘their most honorable conduct in the 
manugemerft of so important a concern. 

The Court then on the question adjourned. -_ 
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THE END. 
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Tue Reporter of the Preliminary Debate which as 
was held at a Court of Preprictors of East-India ~ 
Stock, on the 5th of January, 1813," pledged a 
himself ‘to continue them with aceurate Jidelity, 
and he trusts the pledge is now redeemed. Biassed 
as he confesses himself to have been, by the elo= _ 
quence, the arguments, the researches, and the ~ 
local knowledge so luminously displayed, he has still 
maintained a strict and an unqualified impartia-~ 
lity. Hes sorry, from the physical en 
of following Mr. Hume with sufficient accuracy — 
through his extended and elaborate yas 
that he is compelled to apologise to that gentleman 
Sor some, he trusts, “immaterial omissions ; but he 
laments this the less, as the honorable gentleman 4 
has already advertised his speech, under his own 
correction,—by which it will be easily estimated 
how much attention has been paid to the purport, _ 
the argument, and even the language of his speech, ~ 
and that what little omission there may be, could 
- only arise fromthe rapidity. of debate, and the 
involution of Sgures. 4 
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“other \Goincion ec ers no apology 
“he conceives to’ be! due to'them—he hes 
ll eet his Coca ~ sgh the splen- 


the likeness a faint one, they will remember 
gy only draw the Seatures,—he cannot throw 

e cand the spirit of the Speaker aipon paper. 

7 he may say with the Abbé Menage, of a beau- 

La l.animated lady's picture, that the portrait could 
| be like, il est insensible. ‘ 

y ce Appendix is added in consequence of various 
ions un the Debate. » a 

porter, Jfinding the Strack of Lord 

he Hast-Tidia Directors, at the City of 
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